What Are Seagrasses?

Seagrasses are NOT true grasses, but
are marine flowering plants that grow
rooted and submersed in the higher
salinity waters of most Texas bays and
estuaries.
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Seagrasses are Important

Seagrasses Perform Many Ciritical
Functions in the Marine Environment

Leaves die and are
broken down by
bacteria releasing
nutrients and
contribute to total
carbon content in the

Stored nutrients
help the leaves
and flowers grow
and support
photosynthesig sy prt e EEREM ™ 5

Nutrignts are taken
up by the roots and
stored in the
rhizomes.

Seagrasses Recycle
Nutrients & Filter
Contaminants

Seagrasses Provide Food
& Shelter for Young Fish
& Invertebrates which are
Fed on by Adult Gamefish

Seagrasses are a Food
Source for Sea Turtles
and Migratory Waterfowl
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Ruppia maritima HanduIe beaudette:
- FOund interspersed iI'I Shoal graSS beds . Ear'y COIOF“ZEI' 5pec|es
= Tolerates low salinities

+ Primary food for redhead ducks

Cymodocea filiformis —
« Typically found in deeper waters + Can be found in deeper waters
» Found at higher salinities » Climax species
« Climax species

Hanphlla enge!manmr

+ Found interspersed in shoal grass beds = e
e » Occurs in higher salinity waters
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SEAGRASS
|PROTECTED BY LAW

= No Prop Scarring or
'&'u rooting of Seagrass







Check the Tlde
Charts, Wind and
Weather

Be White
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Know the running and

- takeoff depth limitations

of your boat
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LIFTyour DRIFT across the
outboard when in flats while fishing---
shallow areas try a drift anchor




